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Co-operation and friendship among Byzantine scholars in
the circle of Emperor Manuel Il Palaeologus (1391-1425)

as reflected in their autograph manuscripts’

Between October 1414 and March 1415 Emperor Manuel II Palaeologus, on his way
to Constantinople from the Peloponnese, visited Thessalonike. There he attended
state matters and met old friends, among them his spiritual fathers hieromonks
David and Damianos of Vatopedi. About a year later Manuel sent two letters

addressed to both friends, together with a lengthy composition. In the first well-

known letter, which has been edited twice in the past,! Manuel analysed the

situation he faced in the Morea and explained the reasons for the delay in sending

This paper is dedicated to my teacher Miss Julian Chrysostomides who suggested its title and
offered valuable suggestions throughout its preparation. It is offered to her as an expression of
gratitude for our pakpa cuvepyaoia kai fadeix eiiia.

' Inc. Oida Bpaditepov T@V Duetépwv Anidwv. Eds. R-J. Loenertz, ‘Epitre de Manuel II Paléologue
aux moines David and Damien 1416’, in Sylloge Byzantina in onore di Silvio Giuseppe Mercati (=Studi
bizantini e neoellenici 9 [1957]), pp. 294-304, and G.T. Dennis, The Letters of Manuel II Palaeologus, Corpus
Fontium Historiae Byzantinae, VIII (Washington, D.C., 1977) [henceforth: Manuel Palaeologus, Letters],
68, pp. 206-18 and 218 n. 1. See R-J. Loenertz, ‘Ecrits de Macaire Macres et de Manuel Paléologue dans
les mss. Vat. gr. 1107 et Crypten. 161 [Z.8.1]’, Orientalia Christiana Periodica 15 (1949), 185-193 at 191
(=idem, Byzantina e Franco-Graeca, Storia e Letteratura, Racolta di Studi e Testi, 2 vols., nos. 118, 145
(Rome, 1970, 1978), 1, pp. 71-79 at 77); J.W. Barker, Manuel II Palaeologus (1391-1425). A Study in Late
Byzantine Statesmanship (N. Brunswick, N J., 1969), pp. 300-301.
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the work to them as he had promised.? The second letter, so far unpublished, which
Manuel wrote by way of introduction to his composition, recalls the incident of his
previous meeting with David and Damianos in Thessalonike.

“So, when you entered my room”, he writes, “you were asked to be seated, and
as you found me still writing this work, which I am now sending you, you looked at
it and asked me what was it all about, and why, as it seemed, was I wrapping it up in
great hurry ... 1 did not answer, but I stretched my right hand and gave you the book
... As soon as you took it, you unfolded it quickly. It looked like an outline, and not a
complete work ... Time not permitting, you only went through some parts of it
without reading them carefully — for this is something people do who can afford
leisure time”. The Emperor then goes on to describe his friends’ positive response
and suggestion that “it is not right to leave it half-finished, just like an aborted
foetus”. Therefore, despite his own reservations in the face of possible negative
reviews, Manuel decided to persevere with it and bring it to completion.’

The work in question was composed by Manuel in the form of a Confession to his
spiritual father on the occasion of his own recovery from a serious illness. It was
supposed to be shown, as he says, “to my fathers in God, to teachers and friends,
from whom it was not right to hide my thoughts”. “It was prepared”, he goes on,
“like some kind of remedy against oblivion, as a slap in the face to remind me of
things, whose recollection would benefit me greatly. For what makes one try to get
help is by repenting. So, if anyone reads <this composition>, even if he were to
criticize its author on the basis of vocabulary, plan and order, he will not succeed

much. For he will not deflect me from my purpose, unless he judges that my

2 In this letter Manuel states that given the situation it is not surprising that the work ‘was not

completed sooner; the surprising thing is that it has been finished at all, even after such a long time’
(ed. and trans. Dennis, Manuel Palaeologus, Letters , 68, pp. 206-207).

3 Inc. Xpévw mépag eidnedg to PipAiov. Vat. gr. 1107, fol. 318v.3-21: ... gio1évreg Tolvuv WG Eug, (¢
dedopévov Av DIV kekadikate émeldn 8¢ &v taiv xepoiv, &t1 Veaivéuevov e0pedein to vov Ouiv
neunduevov mdvnua, kol 0@BaApoic toig Uuetépoig 0¢Bein, kivAocelé te v yA@ttav épéobat, ti
ot av €in 10 Beabév, kai dati obV 00 wikpd Tivi Srabéoer dokel mepietAfjpdat pov taiv xepoiv, wdi
WG TOIVLV TOUTWV YEYEVNUEVWY, GTEKPLVAUNY HeV 00dEV poUTeva 8¢ Thv de€1av Tapexouévny ThHv
déAtov- fiviep dva xeipag de€duevol §6vtog €uod, oklaypagiq Tpooeotkuiay, oUK EXPWOUEVT YPUPT,
H unkétt deouévn tedeldoswe, dvantoéavteg g #xete Tdxoug, eit’émi Tpoxddnv S1e€eA06vTeg #vid
Tva TavTng uépr, To0 Kalpod Wr ovuyxwpolvtog, UATdvayvdvar to mav, pAtdkpipodv 1o
avayvwodév, tadta on td TV oxohaldvtwy, eipfikate tf] To0 movAuatog Nodival tpayuateiqr Kal
KaAOV givat kekpikate, ur) kabdmep EuPAwua, fuiteAéc todT dgeivar kav éxPain pot TO mpdypa Katd
VoDV, th¢ teAestovpyol duvduews cuvepantopévng T@V Tévwyv, dvaPodaic andoaig xaipev eindvta,
&&idoar pe ppovtioat, Smwg WG VUAC TO TAX0G dPikoiTo.
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thought is fruitless and worthy of criticism”.* In this spirit he asked his spiritual
fathers, “should the work be found to be entirely unsound, feel free to correct it,

that is, if the faults are curable. But if they are found to be incurable, it should be
burnt in the all-devouring fire”.5

This lengthy composition Manuel sent to David and Damianos together with the
accompanying letter is preserved in codex Cryptensis Z.8.1 (161).° This handsome and
richly decorated Ms. contains a selection of the Emperor’s rhetorical, literary and
theological works,” copied by Isidore (later Metropolitan of Kiev and Cardinal), who
was Manuel’s main scribe and close collaborator.® This Ms. seems to have been the
Emperor’s personal copy, containing the final ‘edited’ version of his works. This
codex was possibly passed on to his son and successor John VIII, before it came into
Bessarion’s possession as the ex libris indicates,” and subsequently deposited in the

Library of the Abbey of Santa Maria Grottaferrata in 1462, when he was named abate

* vat. gr. 1107, fols. 319r.17-319v.1: ... (¢ Tt AQONG kéxkpatar edpuakov, kovSuAilely dunyémn kol

Uuvrokely Audc mpayudtwy, @v to ueuviiocbat, moAd Ti képdoc ¢k ToG8e ydp oipat cuuPaivelv,
nelpdofat kaproobar tff uetavoia Porbetav: Kot €l T1g Tolto Bedoarto, KAV veueofon T@ yeypagoTL,
TOV Ovoudtwy €veka, Kal TA¢ TAOKf¢ enut kal tfi¢ tdfewg, wikpdtta d&er kai mAAger od yap
Avpaveital pov tfj mpoBéoetl, €wg &v un kai toOv vodv €EeAéyEn, dkapmov mavtdnact dvta, Kal
SaPoAfic flotvooolv &&lov. Emeit’obde Toi¢ TuXoToL Pavnoduevov €pxetar Tatpdot d¢ kKatd OOV Kal
d1daokdAoig kai @iloig, oig 008 Tobg Aoyiouols || kpomTerv Béuig.

> Vat. gr. 1107, fol. 320r.5-8: €i 8¢ 008&v igpdv, @aotv, Snep dnhel, dANVueig ye S10polce, el
idoudv éott O Kakdv- Bepameiag 8¢ xpeittov mavtdnaciy e0pebév, mupl mouedyw uiyeitw (cf.
Euripides, Medea 1187).

6 Manuel’s letter (fols. 3r-10v ) is followed by his work (fols. 12r-65v, 75r-81v) entitled Tod
gvoePeotdtov kal @rhoxpiotov PactAéwc MavourA tod MaAatoAdyov, Tpdg TOV £xvTod TVELUATIKGV,
omep TV Ko £autov et T paical detv®g kataoknPdong avtd xaAenwtdtng vooov, inc. Kal ndot
UEV XpewV eivat vouilw, @@ xdpitag idévar. For a description of Crypten. Z.8.1 (161), see D.A. Rocchi,
Codices Cryptenses seu Abbatiae Cryptae Ferratae in Tusculano digesti et illustrati (Grottaferrata, 1883), pp.
501-502. Both texts are preserved also in two seventeenth-century copies of the Grotafferrata Ms.:
Par. suppl. gr. 1018, fols. 1r-6v (Letter), 7r-52r (Confession), and Pontificio Collegio Greco, Roma, cod. 11,

fols. 1r-8r (Letter) 9r-69v (Confession); cf. Dennis, Manuel Palaeologus, Letters, 68, p. 218 v. 1.

" The layout and decoration of the Ms. is very similar to those of Vat. gr. 1619, fols. Iv-54v, 186r-

210v; Barb. gr. 219; and Vindob. phil. gr. 98, all containing Manuel’s works copied by Isidore. It is
interesting to note that these four Mss. are complementary to each other, thus forming, with the
exception of Manuel’s lengthy Dialogues with the Persian, a complete collection of the Emperor’s
published works: see Ch. Dendrinos, An annotated critical edition (editio princeps) of Emperor Manuel II
Palaeologus’ treatise ‘On the Procession of the Holy Spirit’ (unpublished PhD thesis, Royal Holloway,
University of London, 1996) [henceforth: Manuel Palaeologus, On the Procession of the Holy Spirit] , pp.
Ixii-Ixiii with n. 354.

®  OnIsidore and his co-operation with Manuel, see Dendrinos, Manuel Palaeologus, On the Procession
of the Holy Spirit, pp. Ix-1xv.

®  Crypten. 161 (2.8.1), fol. 2v top margin: + ¢k T@Vv Pnocapinv(og) kapdivdlews thv &&lav, Td yévog
€AAnvog. See Rocchi, Codices Cryptenses, pp. 501-502.
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commendatario of the Abbey by Pope Pius IL!° This Ms. is beautifully bound in blue-

green silk, bearing on its cover the insignia of the Palaeologi, the double-headed

eagle and their monogram (ITAAT)."

No trace of the working copy with the draft of the Confession has so far been
found. However, an earlier version of the same Letter to David and Damianos is
contained in another important Ms., Vat. gr. 1107, fols. 315r-321r. The letter in this
codex has a slightly different inscription.? In addition, it bears the note ‘imperial’
(BactAikdv) on the top margin.’® Closing his letter, the Emperor asked David and
Damianos to remember him to their friend “Makarios the priest”.!* It appears that
this ‘Makarios’ is no other than the Thessalonian scholar and theologian Makarios
Makres (1382/3-7.1.1431), then hieromonk and David’s disciple in Vatopedi, both
members of Manuel’s intellectual entourage.’® This assumption is based both on
textual and palaeographical evidence.

First, the phraseology in Manuel’s remarks on Makarios’ talents and character in
this letter is echoed in the Life of Makarios Makres, where the anonymous biographer,

evidently a member of Makarios’ close circle of fellow-monks, states that Manuel

' See P. Eleuteri in Bessarione e I'Umanesimo: Catalogo della mostra, ed. G. Fiaccadori (Istituto Italiano

per gli studi filosofici, Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana: Naples, 1994), pp. 385-86.

""" See J. Irigoin, ‘Un groupe de reliures byzantines au monogramme des Paléologues’, Revue

francaise d’histoire du livre, n. s. 36 (1982), 273-85; I. Hutter ed., Byzanz und der Westen. Studien zur Kunst
des europdischen Mittelatters (Vienna, 1984), Plate XXI, no. 17; Ph. Hoffmann, ‘Une nouvelle reliure
byzantine au monogramme des Paléologues (Ambros. M 46 sup. = Gr. 512)’, Scriptorium 39 (1985), 274-
81, esp. 278f. n. 26; H. Hunger, Schreiben und Lesen in Byzanz. Die byzantinische Buchkultur (Munich,
1989), p. 37 and n. 55, pl. 11; Eleuteri in Bessarione e I'Umanesimo, p. 386, pl. 5.

2 vat. gr. 1107, f. 315r: Toig do1wtdTolg év igpopovdyolg kal TVELPATIKOIG TaTpdol Aavid kal TG
cUVWVOUW. Cf, Crypten. Z.8.1 (161), f. 3r: Toi¢ 601WTATOLC £V 1EpOUOVAXOLG KAl TVEVHATIKOIG TATPAGL
Aavld kal Aapiav, €l kal ¢k tpootuiwy To ypdupa, Batépw dokel téumnecdat.

" For this term used in imperial letters see E. Vranoussi, Bu{avriva "Eyypaqa tij¢ Movij¢ ITdtuov, vol.
A’: Avtokpatopikd (Athens, 1980), pp. 322-26.

" vat. gr. 1107, fols. 320v.22-321r.1: ... T ... iepel Makapiw, T@ & TNV nrepdesoav Vmakory
¢pOakétt mpiv 1 Padloor ¢¢ @ wal dmekelpato, xaipetv t& kol &ua mookdnrew taic ThA¢ &peTAc
avafdocov’ 0 8N @iAel cvpfaiverv &vdpdot, Toic TV uév dmabev Sid yevvaudtnta thv €k UETPIOTNTOS Ul
8¢ ueuvnuévorg, toig 8¢ éumpoobev, T® TPOG TO udvov E@eTov [scil. Odv] kexnvévar éktevouévorg (my
italics). Cf. below, n. 16.

> For Makarios Makres, see E. Trapp et al. eds., Prosopographisches Lexikon der Palaiologenzeit, fasc. 1-

12 (Vienna, 1976-90), /7, no. 16379, pp. 41-42; A. Argyriou, Macaire Macrés et la polémique contre I'Islam,
Studi e Testi, 314 (Vatican City, 1986); idem, Makapiov To0 Maxpfj Zvyypduuata, Bulavtiva Kefpyeva kal
MeAétat, 25 (Thessalonike,1996); S. Kapetanaki, An annotated critical edition of Makarios Makres's, Life of
St Maximos Kausokalyves, Encomion on the Fathers of the Seven Ecumenical Councils, Consolation to a sick
person, or reflections on endurance, Verses on the Emperor Manuel II Palaeologos, Letter to hieromonk Symeon,
A Supplication on barren olive trees (unpublished PhD thesis, University of London, 2002); eadem, ‘An
Unpublished Supplication on Barren Olive Trees by Macarius Macres’, in Porphyrogenita: Essays on the
History and Literature of Byzantium and the Latin East in Honour of Julian Chrysostomides, eds. Ch.
Dendrinos, E. Harvalia-Crook, J. Harris and J. Herrin (Aldershot-Burlington, 2003), pp. 457-60.
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knew Makres personally as they shared the same spiritual father, David of Vatopedi.
He also states that the Emperor was highly appreciative of Makarios’ literary skills.
More importantly for our case, the biographer points out that “whenever the
Emperor sent David some of his compositions, especially those appropriate for

monks” at the end of the accompanying letter he would ask him to show them to

Makarios.'® This statement is confirmed by the closing remarks in Manuel’s Letter to
David and Damianos mentioned above. It seems, therefore, that Makarios’ biographer
had first-hand knowledge of this letter.

This textual evidence is supported by certain palaeographical observations in
Vat. gr. 1107 which preserves the earlier version of the letter. This is a miscellaneous

codex comprising theological, religious, ethico-political, and rhetorical
compositions by Manuel II and Makarios Makres.'” A short autograph epistolary
discourse by the anti-Palamite theologian and teacher Manuel Calecas was added at
the back of the codex at a later stage. '® Among Manuel’s works in this Ms. are early
versions of his Precepts on the Education of a Prince, addressed to his son and successor
John VIII, with what seems to be an autograph note which he subsequently
deleted.” The Ms. also contains the Emperor’s lengthy treatise On the Procession of the
Holy Spirit (fols. 1r-130v).2° It is this second work that provides evidence on Manuel’s

co-operation with Makarios on what seems to be a working copy of the text.

10 Anonymous Life of Makarios Makres, ed. Argyrlou Macaire Macrés, p. 198 § 29: 6 Ogiog PactAelg ...

TV avTod ovyypappatwv #évia, 86" v pdAiota dvaxwentaig émtrideia, tadta T Oeiw Aavid
TETOUPEV ... 0 KPATOV EMOTEAAWV ... TEAEVTAV Tf] Ypapif npoosnGsl Saikvivar tabta kol @ 10w
eotntf Mcxmplw "Hidel yap tov dvdpa kai mpd thg mapovsiag taig EmotoAais kai Tiol T@V avTod
ouyypappatwv dtv’ Av sszoc dnpovpydv. Hpoc d¢ t01c a?\?\mc TAEOVEKTHUAGLY, 0iG O Gsloc ovtoc
avhp €nlovtel kaloig, kai td Aoyoypageiv dpiotwg kal tovg maA’ evdokiunkdTag év Toltw ovK
Nox0veto dokGV mp@Tog eiv’ év Toic Sevtépoig. “00ev kal mpooentjvel Toi¢ Adyoig ... ZulevxOeica Totvuv
vrakor) Toig Adyoig, Epackev O doidiuog [scil. faciAeng], tovTov we ypvoais ntépvél Tayéws el Tipog T
nopeiav morrjoeran (my italics). Cf. above, n. 14,

7" See Loenertz, ‘Ecrits de Macaire Macrés’. For a more analytical description and study of Vat. gr.

1107 see Dendrinos, Manuel Palaeologus, On the Procession of the Holy Spirit , pp. xI-1vii, Ixxvi-xciii.

'8 See Dendrinos, Manuel Palaeologus, On the Procession of the Holy Spirit, pp. xl-xli, lvii. Calecas’

autograph epistolary discourse On the Circumcision has been edited by the University of London
Seminar on Editing Byzantine Texts.

' Manuel’s hand has been identified in his personal working copy Par. gr. 3041. See J.F. Boissonade,
Anecdota nova, vol. VI (Paris, 1844; repr. 1962), p. 249 n. 1;J. Berger de Xivrey, ‘Mémoire sur la vie et
les ouvrages de I'empereur Manuel Paléologue’, Mémoires de lInstitut de France, Académie des
Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres XIX, 2 (Paris, 1853), pp. 1-201, at 3-4; Dennis, Manuel Palaeologus, Letters, p.
xii; A. Angelou ed., Manuel Palaiologos, Dialogue with the Empress-Mother On Marriage, Byzantina
Vindobonensia, XIX (Vienna, 1991), p. 14. For samples of Manuel’s autograph corrections in Par. gr.
3041 (fols. 1r, 2v and 3r) and the possibly autograph note in Vat. gr. 1107 (f. 140v, bottom margin), see

Dendrinos, Manuel Palaeologus, On the Procession of the Holy Spirit, pp. xlvi-xlvii with Plates XX-XXI.

2 Ed. Dendrinos, Manuel Palaeologus, On the Procession of the Holy Spirit, pp. 1-317.
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The treatise On the Procession of the Holy Spirit is copied in this codex by a
competent, clear, yet non-calligraphic, and so far anonymous hand in brown ink.
This main copyist made some corrections to the text. A second hand introduced
minor corrections and additions in a lighter brown-orange ink, while a seemingly
third hand has intervened more extensively in the text using darker brown ink. The
impression, however, that there are two corrective hands because of the different
colour of ink and size of letterforms, is deceptive. Actually these are one and the
same, as a collation of letterforms and ligatures show. In reality, therefore, we have
only two hands: of the copyist and the corrector. At the beginning of the text the
corrector made an effort to preserve the style of the main copyist, one assumes for

reasons of uniformity and aesthetics. This, however, was soon abandoned and he

proceeded to make more extensive interventions.”!

These additions and corrections are not only of stylistic nature (including word
order, substitution of words, clarifications, and so forth), but also syntactical and
grammatical. Most of the corrections and suggestions were adopted in the final

‘edited’ version of the treatise copied by the familiar hand of Isidore of Kiev in Vat.

Barb. gr. 219, fols. 93r-179r.22 For some unknown reason, a single original leaf with a

section of the treatise in Vat. gr. 1107 was replaced by a new one (presently folios

50r-v), which was copied by the corrector.®® A collation of this hand with the one

that copied Manuel’s Letter to David and Damianos and a number of Makres’ works,

contained in the same codex, Vat. gr. 1107, indicate that they are one and the same.?

This raises the question of the identity of this hand. This codex in its original
form, as we have said, contained solely works by Manuel and Makarios. Secondly,
Manuel’s Letter to David and Damianos where Makres is explicitly mentioned by the

Emperor, is the only letter among the extensive collection of the Emperor’s

correspondence (comprising at least 69 letters)?® which is included in this Ms. The

2l See Dendrinos, Manuel Palaeologus, On the Procession of the Holy Spirit, Plates I, I11, V, VII-IX.

> See Dendrinos, Manuel Palacologus, On the Procession of the Holy Spirit, pp. lii-Ivii, Ixxix-Ixxx, Ixxxiii-xcii.

2 The same is the case with a single leaf (Vat. gr. 1107, fols. 137r-v) containing a section of Manuel’s

epistolary prologue to his Precepts on the Education of a Prince (Patrologia Graeca 156, cols. 313A-
316B.13). This was replaced and copied by the same corrective hand. See Dendrinos, Manuel

Palaeologus, On the Procession of the Holy Spirit, pp. xlvi-xlviii, Plate VI.

?  See Dendrinos, Manuel Palaeologus, On the Procession of the Holy Spirit, pp. Ixxix ff.; idem, ‘An

Unpublished Funeral Oration on Manuel IT Palaeologus (t 1425)’, in Porphyrogenita, eds. Dendrinos et
al., pp. 423-56, at 424-27.

» 68 Letters were edited by Dennis, plus the second Letter to David and Damianos, an edition of
which is under preparation together with Manuel’s Confession.

-6 -



person who copied this letter had some particular reason for doing so. It is
reasonable to assume that this person was no other than Makres, who seems to have
kept it as a personal souvenir that reminded him of Manuel’s expressed feelings
towards him. If so, he must have copied this letter in Vatopedi, presumably with
David’s permission.

If this hypothesis is correct, it would seem that Makarios compiled this dossier
made up of his own works, some of which are autograph, and of Manuel’s working
copies, including the theological treatise on which they had co-operated.?® In this
case, the subscription Makapiov ispopuovdyov in one of Makarios’ own works in the
same hand that copied the text, must be his autograph signature (fol. 323r, bottom
margin).”” The fact that this signature appears in red ink is not unusual in Byzantine
autographs.?

The assumption that this hand belongs to Makarios is further supported by
additional textual and palaeographical evidence. A certain, hitherto unidentified,
‘Makarios’ is mentioned in another of Manuel’s Letters addressed To Gabriel
Metropolitan of Thessalonike (1397-1418).* In this letter, dated between 1408-1410, the
Emperor expresses his appreciation to Gabriel for his co-operation on another of his
compositions, the Oration on Sin and Penance or on St Mary of Eqypt.*° Closing his letter

Manuel asked Gabriel, as he did to David and Damianos in the letter already

% Other well-known scribes who contributed to the copying of this codex include George

Vaiophoros (Part IV, fols. 200r-298v) and Leo Atrapes (Part IV, fols. 204r-264r) - the latter taught
rhetoric in Constantinople in 1426: see E. Gamillscheg and D. Harlfinger, Repertorium der griechischen
Kopisten, 800-1600, vol. I: Handschriften aus Bibliotheken Grossbritanniens (Vienna, 1981), no. 55
(Vaiophoros); vol. II: Handschriften aus Bibliotheken Frankreichs und Nachtrige zu den Bibliotheken
Grossbritanniens (Vienna, 1989), no. 328 (Atrapes). See also Dendrinos, Manuel Palaeologus, On the

Procession of the Holy Spirit, pp. xI ff.
27

V.
28

For a facsimile of Vat. gr. 1107, fol. 323r, see Dendrinos, ‘An Unpublished Funeral Oration’, Plate

For example, Neophytos Prodromenos, monk at the Monastery of Prodromos-Petra in
Constantinople during the second half of the fourteenth century (cf. Gamillscheg and Harlfinger,
Repertorium der griechischen Kopisten, I, no. 411), included his name in the rubricated heading of his
autograph Commentary on Aristotle in Par. gr. 1846, fol. 1r, top margin. I would like to thank Professor
Annaclara Cataldi Palau, for kindly drawing my attention to this. For a facsimile of Vat. gr. fol. 323r,
see Dendrinos, Manuel Palaeologus, On the Procession of the Holy Spirit, Plate XVIII.

¥ Ed. Dennis, Manuel Palaeologus, Letters, 52, pp. 149 and 151 (text), 148 and 150 (trans.)

Cf. F. Halkin, Bibliotheca Hagiographica Graeca, Subsidia Hagiographica, 8a (Brussels, 1957°), 1044c;

idem, Novum Auctarium Bibliothecae Hagiographicae Graecae, Subsidia Hagiographica, 65 (Brussels,
1984), p. 137.
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discussed, to show this work ‘to the good Makarios, a really close friend and
distinguished for his virtue’!

This Oration on which they co-operated is preserved in two codices, Vat. gr. 1619,
fols. 15r-29v*? and Vat. gr. 632, fols. 336r-350v.%° The accompanying letter, however, is
preserved only in the second Ms. (Vat. gr. 632, fols. 350v-351v)*%, Once again Manuel’s
Letter to Gabriel is the only letter of the Emperor in this miscellaneous codex.
Equally important is the fact that sections of this Ms. appears to be in the same hand
which copied the Letter to David and Damianos in Vat. gr. 1107.% In addition, we know
that Makarios was Gabriel’s protégé.’® Given these striking similarities, and Gabriel
and David’s close association with both Manuel and Makarios, it is reasonable to
conclude that the ‘Makarios” mentioned in the Letter to Gabriel is no other than
Makres, who must have had this letter copied for him.?”

In Vat. gr. 632 Makarios compiled the table of contents and copied works

composed by three other members of the same circle, the great mystic Nikolaos

' Ed. and trans. Dennis, Manuel Palaeologus, Letters, 52, p. 151.36-41: kai €i pév eGpnrai Tt xpricipov

¢v abt [scil. o Omd xeipa mapdderyual, Sei€eig te oic dv eideing kai o kabé€eig mapd cavtdy ei 8¢
TOV TEVTn @aOAwV KP1OHoETAL, «oToyYyLd» Wév, ginev Apioteidng, «idoetaws [XLVII Ad Capitonem, 2,
419], ¢y 8¢ Aéyw, «f mapadobeitw Healotw A undotwoiv Osaditw»: o0 Aéyw 8¢ mepl Tob KaAoD
Maxapiov pidov Te 8vtoc caois kol dpetf] koouovuévov (my italics).

32 For an analytical description and study of Vat. gr. 632 see R. Devreesse, Codices Vaticani graeci, III:
Codices 604-866 (Vatican City, 1950), pp. 40-43; Dendrinos, ‘An Unpublished Funeral Oration’, pp. 424-

436.

¥ Inc. <'0> Adyog obtog, T dofag fuiv tov Plov dptota Sralwypagricag. The Oration is entitled

Tob avtod eboefeotdtov kai @iAoxpiotov PaciAéws MavounA tol MaAaioAdyov, Adyog, Gti 1) uev
Guaptia to mdvtwv xeiptotov: del 8¢, undéva dmoywvdokev: prite €avtdv, urte €tepov: kpivelv 8¢
£aUTOV, Kal ovy £Tepov’ Kal TOUG NUaPTNKOTAG, o0 Uioelv, GAN’ éAeelv: kal Tepl yetavoiag, Kal tfic tol
©c00 mpovoiag, kal dydnng kai ghavOpwniac (Vat. gr. 1619, f. 15r). The title in Vat. gr. 632 is followed
by the note: dvayivdoketat 8¢, puetd 1o dvayvwodijvarl tov Plov tfi¢ doiag Mapiag tfg Alyvntiac. In
his introduction Manuel states that this Oration is a revised abridged version of his VI Ethico-political
Oration with the same title (inc. Iepi f8ovA¢ npodiaAexBévtec) addressed to his son and co-emperor
John VIIL: Vat. gr. 1619, f. 15v: 6 toivuv pnonoduevog K0n Adyog, £ot1 uev €k TV NIV glpnuévwv, Tpdg
OV Lidv te kal PaciAéa ... d6&ac d¢ mavu cvuPaivev tfj mapolon €optfi, Tadtn map’ AUOV ViV
poo@épeTal ol ¢ TRV dpxfAv €€eddOn, dAAG kal mapnAlayuévog EvOa  mpoofike, Kal
oUVESTAAUEVOG, QUYT] TOTU KOpou. See Dendrinos, Manuel Palaeologus, On the Procession of the Holy Spirit,
p. 442, no. 26*. An edition of the Oration is under preparation together with the rest of Manuel’s
hitherto unpublished opuscula.

¥ Ed. Dennis, Manuel Palaeologus, Letters, 52, pp. 149 and 151 (text), 148 and 150 (trans.) with nn. 1-
5. On the hand that copied these folios see Dennis, p. 150 n. 4; Dendrinos, ‘An Unpublished Funeral

Oration’, pp. 425 (n. 13), 433 (Section XIV), 434 (items 2-3).

% See Dendrinos, ‘An Unpublished Funeral Oration’, p. 427.

% Makarios composed an encomium on Gabriel just after his death (1418), ed. E. Syndika-Laourda,

"Eykduiov gi¢ Tov Apyieniokonov @sooalovikng TaPpiil’, MakeSovikd 4 (1955-1960), 352-70; cf.

Argyriou, Makreés, pp. 17ff. and nn. 61, 23; cf. ibid., no. 4, p. 13.

7 Dennis, Manuel Palaeologus, Letters, 52, p. 150 n. 6, failed to identify Makarios.
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Kabasilas, his uncle Neilos, and Manuel’s mentor Demetrios Kydones .*® This Ms.
contains also a short autograph poem On the Passion of Christ by another
distinguished member of the circle and Makres’ student, George Scholarios (later
Ecumenical Patriarch Gennadios) (fol. 97v). The codex closes with two of Manuel’s

most extensive works, the Seven Ethico-political Orations addressed to his son and

successor John VIIL,* and his Funeral Oration on his brother Theodore. The latter work
is preceded by a preface by George Gemistus, a note on the character of the funeral

oration by loasaph, and epigrams by the Emperor, Demetrios Magistros and

Matthaios Chrysokephalos.?’ It is not unreasonable to assume that this miscellany
was owned at some stage by one of these fellow-scholars. If so, the palaeographical
evidence, strengthened by the textual evidence in Manuel’s Letter to Gabriel, point
once more to Makarios Makres.

Makres’ involvement in the production of manuscripts of other scholars
belonging to Manuel’s circle, is attested in another codex containing the works of
Joseph Bryennios (ca. 1350-1432), one of the most, if not the most, distinguished
Orthodox theologian of his generation. As a thinker he was deeply respected by

fellow-scholars, including the Emperor Manuel.*' But above all, Bryennios was a
talented teacher. This becomes quite clear when reading his works. Difficult and
complex theological and philosophical concepts are clearly structured and
explained with patience for the non-expert, with the help of examples and
metaphors, which often can be used also as mnemonics. Bryennios’ talent as a
teacher, his erudition and profound knowledge of Greek theological thought,

competent also in Latin theological teachings, including those of Thomas Aquinas,

#  Theodore of Andida, Preface to the Commentary on the holy Liturgy; Nikolaos Kabasilas, Explanation

of the holy Liturgy, Sermons, Treatise Against Usurers, and his Life in Christ (Books I-VI); Neilos Kabasilas,
Letter to his Nephew Nikolaos Kabasilas; Demetrios Kydones, Letter (406) to the monk Ioasaph (Later Bishop

of Ephesus). See Dendrinos, ‘An Unpublished Funeral Oration’, pp. 424-436.

¥ Ed. J. Léwenklau (=Leunclavius), Praecepta educationis regiae (Basle, 1578), pp. 134-419; repr.

Patrologia Graeca 156, cols. 385A-561A.

% See J. Chrysostomides ed., Manuel II Palaeologus, Funeral Oration on His Brother Theodore, Corpus

Fontium Historiae Byzantinae, XXVI (Thessalonike, 1985).

*1 See in general N.C. Ioannides, Twang Bpvévviog: Biog, éoyo, Sidaokaio (Athens, 1985). See also H.

Bazini, ‘Une premiére édition des ceuvres de Joseph Bryennios: les Traités adressés aux Crétois’, Revue
des études byzantines 62 (2004), 83-132 with updated bibliography.
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together with his expressed cautious views on Church union, were put to good use

by Manuel during the negotiations with the Papacy.*?

Scholars have suggested that two Mss. preserving Bryennios’ works must be his

autograph.® The first codex contain his Orations on the Holy Trinity and the second
preserve his Theological Chapters and his Report of the Acts of the Synod of the Church of
Cyprus (1406) in which he represented Emperor Manuel II and the Patriarch of
Constantinople Matthaios I (1397-1410). The latter text is of great importance both

from the historical and linguistic point of view.* Originally, part of the collection of
the Monastery of Panagia Acheiropoietos in Pangaion, more widely known as
Eikosiphoinissa or Kosinitsa, these two codices were removed together with a large
number of Mss. by the Bulgarian army in the spring of 1917. They are now kept in

the Ivan Dujcev Centre for Slavonic and Byzantine Studies in Sofia, under nos. D 268 and

D 262, respectively.*> We shall concentrate on the first Ms. (D 268).

The hypothesis that this paper codex is Bryennios’ autograph seems to be
confirmed by fresh palaeographical evidence involving Makarios Makres. During
the examination of the Ms. through microfilm with our student Mr Michael Platis,
who is currently preparing a critical edition of Bryennios’ Orations on the Holy Trinity

for his doctoral thesis in the University of London, we observed that this is a

2 See G. Patacsi, Joseph Bryennios et les discussions sur un concile d’union (1414-1431),

KAnpovouia 5.1 (1973), 73-96. See also M. Chivu, H évwois T@V ékkAnoi@v kata tov Twong Bovévviov
(PhD thesis, University of Thessalonike, 1985) which I have been unable to consult (cited by Bazini,
‘Une premiére édition’, p. 83 n. 2.).

# E. Velkovska, ‘Chronologie et contenu des manuscripts grecs de la collection du Centre d’Etudes
Slavo-byzantines «Ivan Dujéev»’, in Actes de la Table Ronde, Principes et méthodes du cataloguage des
manuscripts grecs de la collection du Centre Dujcev, Sofia, 21-23 Aotit 1990, Publications du Programme de la
coopération entre le centre «Ivan Dujlev» de I'Université «St. Clement d’Ochrid» de Sofia et
I'Université Aristote de Thessalonique, 1 (Thessalonike, 1992), p. 50. Bazini, ‘Une premiére édition’, p.

92, repeats this information leaving the question open.

# Professor Vasileios Katsaros who edited this text expressed the view that this is not his

autograph mainly on the grounds of several spelling conventions which are not consistent with
Bryennios’ knowledge of grammar: ‘<Iwot)p Bpuevviov> T& Mpaktika tf¢ Tuvdov tfig Kompou
(1406)’, Buavriver 21 (2000), 21-56 at pp. 24-25 with n. 16. On this work see also Bazini, ‘Une premiére
édition’, pp. 112-116, 127.

D 262: 1 % 15th c.; paper, fols. I + 278; 215x150 mm. D 268: 1 % 15th c ; paper; fols. 380;
220x145mm. See V. Atsalos, A. DZurova, V. Katsaros and Kr. Stan&ev, «Checklisty de la Collection des
manuscrits grecs conservée au Centre de Recherches Slavo-byzantines «Ivan Dujéev» aupreés de I'Université «St.
Clement d’Ochrid» de Sofia, ‘ApiototéAeio Mavemotpio O@sooalovikng, Publications du Programme de
la coopération entre le centre «Ivan Dujfev» de 'Université «St. Clement d’Ochrid» de Sofia et
I'Université Aristote de Thessalonique, 3 (Thessalonike, 1994), p. 36, no. 262, p. 65; V. Katsaros, Td
XEWPOYPapa TGV Mov@v Tiuiov MpoSpduov Zepp@v kol Mavayiag Axeipororitov Tod Mayyaiov (Kootvitoag),
Anpooia Kevtpikf BipAodnkn Zeppdv, Zeipd Exkdéocwv yid thv TI6AN kai té Noud Zeppdv, 4
(Serres, 1995), pp. 202 (D 262), 203 (D268), 218 with n. 38 (D 262), 293 (D 262); idem, ‘<lwonge
Bpuevviov> Ta Tpaktikd tfic Zuvédou ti¢ Kimpou (1406)’, pp. 24-25 with nn. 13-16. For a more full
description of D 262, see Bazini, ‘Une premiére édition’, pp. 91-93.
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working, rather than a fair copy. The largest part of the codex was copied by a
trained, slightly shaky hand which seems to belong to an aged person. The text
copied by this hand is remarkably free of errors. In some cases the same hand added
in red ink the names of persons in dialogues (e.g., fol. 169r) and the titles of the
works in the space reserved for this purpose. Not always this space was adequate,
and therefore the titles were squeezed in (e.g., fol. 130v).

Concerning the date of this Ms., on the basis of the watermarks it belongs to the

beginning of the fifteenth century.*® Admittedly, these observations alone, in the
absence of a colophon, cannot prove that this Ms. is Bryennios’ autograph. However,
a section of this codex (fols. 9-84), has been copied by another, experienced hand,
which is the same with the one identified as that of Makres in the two previously
mentioned Vatican Mss. (Vaticani graeci 632 and 1107). The co-operation between
the two scribes in D 268 is not limited to copying sections of the text in succession,
but extends to mutual interventions and additions to the text. For example, in the
text of the Seventeenth Oration on the Holy Trinity, copied by the first copyist, the
second hand added on fol. 117v bottom margin the phrase k(ai) tod nv(ebparo)s.
This note, preceded by a reference sign of three dots, refers to the text in the last
line of the folio, to be placed after the word m(at)p(6)¢ marked by the same
reference sign. The sentence, with the added phrase (italicised), reads as follows:
“glnep 1 100 mv(evpato)g Udotaoig we £€ £vog aitiov t(fic) Tod m(at)p(0)c (kat) viod
npoPAnTik(fg) duvdue(we) ékmopevet(on), Enet(or) motevey (kai) t(fv) tod viod
Undotac(1v), wg €€ £voc aitiov thc yevvntik(fic) duvdue(wg) tod m(at)p(0)g k(ai) Tod
nv(evuaro)s yevvaoOar.”¥ This is a significant addition, for it expresses with greater
accuracy an argument put forward by the Orthodox theologians against the Latin
doctrine of the dual procession of the Holy Spirit from the Father and the Son as
emanating from one source rather than from two separate sources, decreed at the
Second Council of Lyons in 1274.%

One of the most important additions in the Ms. appears in Bryennios” Sixth

Oration on the Holy Trinity (fols. 30r-v). This time the marginal addition is by the first

* velkovska, ‘Chronologie et contenu’, p. 50.

47" Bryennios, Seventeenth Oration on the Holy Trinity, ed. E. Voulgaris, Tworjg uovexos tod Bpvevviov Td

Evpebévra, 2 vols. (Leipzig, 1768; Thessalonica, 1991%), 1, pp. 276.38-277.8, addition at p. 277.3.

#  Concilium Lugdunense II, Constitutio II, De summa Trinitate et de fide catholica, 1: “Fideli ac devota

professione fatemur, quod Spiritus Sanctus aeternaliter ex Patre et Filio, non tanquam ex duobus
principiis, sed tanquam ex uno principio, non duabus spirationibus, sed unica spiratione procedit”,
ed. G. Alberigo et al., Conciliorum oecumenicorum decreta (Bologna, 1991), p. 314.9-11.
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copyist in the section copied by the second hand. It refers to Bryennios’
observations on the linguistic problems encountered in the dialogue between the
Greek and Latin theologians. Bryennios was aware that one of the main obstacles in
reaching an understanding concerning the doctrine of the Trinity was the
indistinguishable use by the Latins of the term substantia to render both Greek terms
ovoin and vndotaoig, namely essence and hypostasis/Person. This lack of distinction,
according to Bryennios, inevitably led to a different theological interpretation with
reference to the procession of the Holy Spirit and ultimately to the schism. On fol.

30r the first hand added in the margin the Latin term as a clarification: oUtw

Aeyouévn map’ avT®dV 1] covumotdvt(io.®® Again the same clarification was added
twice in the margin on the next folio (30v) by the first hand, in the text copied by

the second scribe, with covunstavtQiay twice replacing the word vmdotactv which

appears to have been erased.*

The nature of these emendations is such that they cannot be attributed to mere
scribal additions, but they must have originated from the author himself. In the first
case (fol. 117v), the second hand, that of Makres, made an addition which must have

been approved by Bryennios, while in the second case (fols. 30r-v) it must have been

¥ Bryennios, Sixth Oration on the Holy Trinity, D 268, f. 30r.22-27 (ed. Voulgaris, I, pp. 105.11-17): ‘H
Aativov @wvi, 81& otevétnta £authg, fj o0k 0id’ Smws dv evEnudtepov E€ayyéhotut, To Tfig ovaiag
&ua kol T Tfi¢ brootdoewc Evoua 0v duolv w¢ 1 EAAAVwY, AN’ évi udvw [add. oltw Aeybuevov map’
aUT®OV 1 covumotdvt{ia in marg.] onuaivel ovéuatr wd Aééer, dirtv Evvolav Toic ouviéval
duvapévorg mapéyovoar kavtedOev €yeydvel T oxiopa TV SUTIKGOV TPdOC NUAC, Tepl TH¢ Tod dylovu
Mvebpatog €kmopevoswe, “The Latin language, because of its own limitations, for I do not know how
to put it more mildly, calls both terms of the essence and the hypostasis not as two (understood
“separate”) words as in Greek, but by using a single term [add. “which they call substantia” in marg.],
in a single word they render a double concept to those capable of thinking. This was the reason that
brought about the schism of the Westerners vis-a-vis us concerning the procession of the Holy Spirit”
(my trans.). For this linguistic problem, he goes on to explain, created confusion between the essence
and hypostasis of the Spirit with reference to the perception of the common essence shared by the
three hypostases (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) and the unconfused hypostases on account of their
unique hypostatic attributes (the unbegotten Father, the only-begotten Son and the projected Spirit); see
below, n. 50.

Bryennios, Sixth Oration on the Holy Trinity, D 268, ff. 30r.27-30v.5-8 (ed. Voulgaris, I, pp. 105.23-
106.1): 8t1 T® katd TV onuaciov S1TAG dvéuatt TobTw, £mi Tod mpookuvnTod || xpwuevol Mvebuatog,
w¢ £kaotog OfAeL, VOeT 6 HeV GvTl TG ovolac, 6te onuaivel vdotaoty: 6 8¢ &vtl Th¢ TooTAoEWS GTE
dnAoi odotav- 6 8¢ eival Tolto kal katd TV onuaciov dugoiv, &did@opov ofetar kai Sratadta Tg
GAnBod¢ Osoloyiag cavtolg dmooyilovor tag yap t@v BeoAdywv diepxduevor xprioeic kai thv
govunoravr{iou (in marg. et erasit vndoraotv) #xev éxk Matpdg kal Yiod to IMvedua e0piokovTeg ékel
ToAAax 0T, 00K €i¢ TO TPOTOV oHUAVOUEVOV Tapd ToD dvipaTog Tovtov dnAadt trv ovoiav, déxovtal
Vv covunotdvt{iou (in marg. et erasit vndotaowy) [covunordvr{iou om. ed.] GAAG d1& TOV PO NUES
{ihov, £000V¢ €ic to deltepov, TV Undotacty fiyouv [ei¢ hab. ed.] t mpdowmnov [td npdowmov], TV
Abyov dvdyovor kal mepi tovtov wévov dafePatodor Aéyeobar kai tolto £otiv [T0o0Td éotiv ed.], 1)
Tfi¢ abT®OV TPOG NG Opovoiag didotaocig. These emendations have been adopted in the same text
repeated by Bryennios in his Third Dialogue on the Holy Spirit, ed. Voulgaris, I, pp. 383.29-384.13,
addition at pp. 383.32, 384.4 and 6.
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Bryennios himself who added this autograph clarification to his own text which was
copied by Makres. This palaeographical evidence in Ms. D 268 is further supported
by information contained in the Life of Makarios Makres. The biographer states that
when Makarios visited Constantinople at the Emperor’s invitation for the second
time in 1421, before he was received by Manuel he provisionally stayed in the
Monastery of Charsianites where Bryennios was residing. There, the two
theologians, who had met during Makres’ first visit in 1419, became close friends,
sharing mutual respect and admiration. According to Makres’ biographer, it was
during this period that Bryennios, at Manuel’s request, composed and delivered the
Twenty-One Orations on the Holy Trinity during the negotiations with the papal envoys.
So great was Bryennios’ appreciation of Makres’ theological knowledge that,

according to the biographer, he explicitly commended Makarios in the middle of

one of his Orations.>!
Makarios Makres and Joseph Bryennios were not the only clergymen who
belonged to Manuel II's intellectual circle. In his Letter to the priest Euthymios (54)

(written before he was elevated to the Patriarchal throne of Constantinople in

1410),%? the Emperor expressed his appreciation for the completion of their joint
project. This concerns a clarification (cagnveia) in the debate between his close
friend and fellow-theologian Demetrios Chrysoloras and Antonio d’Ascoli on the

philosophical question If it is better to be than not to be, how could Christ say of Judas that

it would be better for him if he had never been born? (cf. Matth. 26:24).° “The present
work”, Manuel says in his letter to Euthymios, “is the child of both of us, I mean
yours and mine, not only because friends share, but also because it belongs almost
as much to you as it does to me. While I gave birth to it, it was you who helped it

grow by adding your ideas. Now, if a being, once born, must be provided with

' Anonymous, Life of Makarios Makres, ed. Argyriou, Macaire Macrés, p. 204, § 47.2-18, § 48.1-5. See

also § 50.3-5.

2 Ed. and trans. Dennis, Manuel Palaeologus, Letters, 54, pp. 153 (text), 152 (trans.).

3 Ed. F. Tinnefeld, ““Es wire gut fiir jenen Menschen, wenn er nicht geboren wire”. Eine

Disputation am Hof Kaiser Manuels II. {iber ein Jesuswort vom Verrdter Judas. Einleitung, kritische
Erstedition und Ubersetzung (1I)’, Jahrbuch der &sterreichischen Byzantinistik 45 (1995), 115-58 (text:
Version I [from Vat. gr. 1879] , pp. 118-124; Version II [from Crypten. Z.8.1 (161) and Pontificio Collegio
Greco, Roma, cod. 11], pp. 124-131); cf. idem, ““Es wire gut fiir jenen Menschen, wenn er nicht geboren
wire”. Eine Disputation am Hof Kaiser Manuels II. {iber ein Jesuswort vom Verriter Judas. Einleitung,
kritische Erstedition und Ubersetzung (I)’, in Avpudc. Herbert Hunger zum 80. Geburtstag (=Jahrbuch der
dsterreichischen Byzantinistik 44 [1994]), 421-30. To Tinnefeld’s list of extant Mss. containing Version II,
should be added Vallic. gr. 215 (Carte Allacci CXL), fols. 1-6v, 7-14, containing two copies of the work by
two different 16th/17th century hands, and Par. suppl. gr. 1018, fols. 67r-74r.
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nourishment, if it is to survive, then its ownership is shared by the one who brought

it into being and by the one who raised it. You may therefore do what seems best for

it, just as I would. At your discretion add or remove whatever you think fit.“>* This
time we are very fortunate to have the actual draft of Manuel’s clarification with
Euthymios’ autograph emendations, a draft of Euthymios’ autograph reply, and the

final ‘edited’ version, preserved in two inserted leaves in another Vatican Ms., Urb.

gr. 80 (fols. 8r-9v).>

Our last example of co-operation and friendship among scholars of this circle is

Manuel Chrysoloras, who also served as Manuel’s ambassador.®® In June 1407
Emperor Manuel was plunged into deep grief on account of the death of his loyal
brother Theodore, to whom he was deeply attached. As a result of this, the Emperor

abandoned all other endeavours, as he states, to devote himself to the composition

of the Funeral Oration on his brother.” Once he completed the composition, after a

number of revisions, on which he co-operated closely with his chief copyist Isidore

of Kiev, the Emperor sent it together with a covering letter to Manuel Chrysoloras.>®
In this Letter the Emperor requested his friend’s criticism. “Erase what is
superfluous in the present composition”, he said, “do not shrink from making
changes in it and additions of your own as well, for I know that it stands in need of
all these.”™ In his reply from Florence, where he taught Greek, Chrysoloras
comments on the literary qualities of the Funeral Oration and states that he has

nothing to add, remove or change; in any case, he cannot possibly consider

My translation based on Dennis, Manuel Palaeologus, Letters, 54, p. 152.

35 See G. Mercati, Notizie di Procoro e Demetrio Cidone, Manuele Caleca e Teodoro Meliteniota ed altri

appunti per la storia della teologia e della letteratura bizantina del secolo XIV: Aggiunte agli scritti d’Isidoro il
Cardinale Ruteno, Studi e Testi, 56 (Vatican City, 1931), p. 517 n. 1; Dennis, Manuel Palaeologus, Letters, 56,

pp. 153-154 n. 2-3 (for Euthymius’ reply to the Emperor, see Appendix I, p. 221)

6 On Chrysoloras see in general G. Cammelli, I dotti bizantni e le origini dell'umanesimo, I: Manuele

Crisolora (Florence, 1941); H. Hunger ed., Johannes Chortasmenos (a. 1370-ca.1436/37). Briefe, Gedichte
und kleine Schriften, Einleitung, Regesten, Prosopographie, Text, Wiener Byzantinistische Studien, VII
(Vienna, 1969), pp. 96-101.

" Ed. and trans. Chrysostomides, Manuel Palaeologus, Funeral Oration on his Brother Theodore, p. 77.23-

25 (text), 76 (trans.).

% Manuel Palaeologus, Letters, ed. Dennis, 56, pp. 159 (text) 158 (trans.): TQ Xpvoodwpd Kvp@

MavovriA, inc. ZtéAAw oot TOV pdg GdeA@ov Emitdpiov 6¢ éuol dednuiodpyntat dakpvovtt udAlov f
YpapovTL.

% Manuel Palaeologus, Letters, ed. Dennis, 56, p. 159. 29-32: 60 UévTot TOLTOUT TOD GLYYPAUUATOC —
Ol ydp oe toic €uoic Pondeiv dnaoct tpdémoigc— t& pev daipel Ta mepittd, td & EvaAAdTTWVY U
&nokviong mpocdidov 8¢ 1 ToUTw Kl TGOV 6avToD, 0lda Ydp WG ToUTwWV adT® deroel (trans. Dennis, p.
158).
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“patching with rags clothes made of golden thread”.®® Chrysoloras’ reply was

composed in the form of a lengthy Epistolary Discourse preserved in a so far unique

autograph Ms., cod. 154 of the Monastery of Metamorphosis on Meteora.®® The

Discourse bears Chrysoloras’ own ‘editorial’ hand, in the form of marginal and

interlinear corrections and additions.®?

These palaeographical details, and there are many more, though they may
appear as minutiae, shed light on the co-operation and friendship amongst these
scholars, and point to a wider perspective, namely, what made possible such co-
operation in thinking, in discussing and in reasoning. I refer to the long tradition of
culture and education, despite its vicissitudes, that the Byzantines were aware of,
and no more so than Manuel Chrysoloras who as we have seen co-operated with the
Emperor on literary and state matters. Under the imminent Ottoman threat
Chrysoloras appealed to the Emperor putting forward suggestions for the
rejuvenation of society, using as a point of departure to his argument the by then

well-established view in Byzantium of the double Greco-Roman national and

cultural identity,*® whose cornerstone was education. He urged the Emperor to do
his utmost to foster modeia. This can be achieved, he says in his Epistolary Discourse,
by securing teachers, the existing ones being sufficient and therefore no need to
summon them from elsewhere (&AAoBev ... yetanéunecsbdar). Students, on the other
hand, not only of rich but also of poor background, should be encouraged to pursue

their studies. “The obstacle is not poverty and lack of money”, he says, “but

0 Eds. Ch.G. Patrineles and D.Z. Sophianos, Manuel Chrysoloras and his Discourse Addressed to the

Emperor Manuel II Palaeologus (Academy of Athens, Research Centre for Medieval and Modern
Hellenism: Athens, 2001), p. 126.16-17: dua Opacy kai dnadov Pdkia kKataypUcolg 1HATIONg
TOPAPPATITELV.

' Completed before or shortly after 15 July 1414, when Chrysoloras left from Bologna to Venice:
see Patrineles & Sophianos eds., Manuel Chrysoloras, Epistolary Discourse, pp. 16ff. and 43 ff. with nn. 26-

34.

62 Recorded by Patrineles & Sophianos in the apparatus criticus of their edition of the text, pp. 61-

131 (cf. Plates ¢’-1").

3 Ed. Patrinelis & Sophianos, Manuel Chrysoloras, Epistolary Discourse, p. 117.4-13: Meuvwueda oiwv

&vdpiv Exyovol yeyovapey ... TV mpeoPutdtwy kal maAai@dv EAAAVwY ... [kal] T@OV per’ékeivoug
Yevouévwv Auiv Tpoydvwy, TV mahaidyv Pwuaiwy, d&@’ OV vov dvoualdueda ... udAlov 8¢ dupw
To0TW TW Yével a@Muiv dfmov cuvelAvde kal eite "EAAnvag BovAoitd tig Aéyetv eite Pwpaiovg,
NUETC éouev ékeivor kal TV AAe€dvdpou d¢ ... Nueic odlouev dradoxnyv ...; see also pp. 27-28 and 51
with n. 53, with reference to Isidore of Kiev, ed. S. Lampros, HaAaioAdyeia koi Medornovvnoiakd, vol. 11T
(Athens, 1926), p. 152: [0 péyag Kwvotavtivog] Tovg dvwbev edyeveic kal &vipeiovg gépwv Pwpainwv
£vol kal cuvoikilel Toig edyeveotépolg TV EAAAVWYV ... kai yéyove yevoiv €€ Gueolv toiv Emorjuotv
yévog v, 10 €monudtatdv te kai kdAAotov, ol¢ kal €l Ti¢ PwuéAAnvag eimol, kaAdg av einot.
Michael Apostoles uses the same term (in Crete in 1467/8) to denote the unionists: H. Noiret ed.,
Lettres inédites de Michel Apostolis (Paris, 1889), p. 102, cited by Patrinelis & Sophianos, n. 53.
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negligence.”** All wisdom does not spring automatically in society, but it needs

diligence (émuélela) and forethought (mpdvoiwa). For once this wisdom is lost,

Chrysoloras stresses, it is difficult to be restored.®® “It is absurd (&tomov)”, he
exclaims, “that our own literature should be studied by some people in Italy,

perhaps elsewhere too, and it is they who now possess knowledge, yet this is

neglected in Greece and in the metropolis.”® One is tempted to compare his
comments with the present state of Hellenic Studies!

Ultimately, the collaboration amongst these intellectuals is an expression of the
values, ideals, purpose and vision for their nation and for society at large that they
shared in a spirit of friendship and mutual respect. This element is borne out in the
letters they exchanged. By exploring their autograph Mss. and concentrating on
such details, we can indeed “unlock their potential”, thereby being in a better
position to assess the extent of their co-operation and to examine more closely
aspects of their literary and scholarly activities, thus enriching further our
understanding and appreciation of their contribution to Byzantine culture.
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¢ Manuel Chrysoloras, Epistolary Discourse, pp. 120.24-121-22: "ET1 ydp oida kai @ioeig adtoig [scil.

omovddlovol kal @Aocogolol] oloag dpiotag kol Oefidc kal o0de derjoer dAAoOev avTOiC
ddaokdAovg petanéunesbar o0 el TovToug dvaliokely, AN Gpkel Toig oikor didaokdAoig xpficBar
uévov upeta @rhotipiac tTivog ywvéobw kal tii¢ ofi¢ dnolavétwoav mpovoiag kal Ponbdeiag of te
nadevovteg, of te madevduevol kal Tiu@V &€lovobwoav. OUTol nevia o0vde Gropia €oti TO KWAVOV:
oUtw yd&p ol TOV TAOVCIWTEPWY Kal EVTOPWTEPWV TaTdeC EpeAdov del yivesOal cogpwtepot kai moAelg
8¢, af mhelw el #xovoal, Aoylwtepat gival @V dmopwtépwv. NOv 8¢ tolto ovy Opduev olte év
néAeotv olte év avdpdorv. "EoTt y&p Kal mévnTog Kal mpooaitov vidv, unde PifAiov edmopodvta urite
v @V dvaykaiwv 1pog to {ijv, dvdpa co@dv yevésBat kai thovsiov duadi kal oAy Tanevotépav
kai dmopwtépav mAovsiag kai Suvatwtépag copwtépav kai eduadeotépav eivar kai mévnrag 8¢
Opduev ToANGKIG gic d1daokdAov méumovTag Tovg avT@V, TAovsiwv d¢ dueAovviwy. OUkoLV TadTa
Ond TAoUTOoL A dropiag GAN'OTO dueAeiag | émpeAeiog yivetrat ... Q¢ nep 8¢ tdAAa TdV omovdaiwy kal
Gya®&Ov o0k avtduata év taig méAeot @uetarl GAAX el ToUC €mipeAovuévoug Kal TPOVOOUUEVOUG
To0TWYV £lval, T& yap kovw@eAii 81 kowviig kai Th¢ émueAeiag Toyxdvery, obtw kal tfi¢ TGV Adywv
Téxvng kai Suvduewg S Tobg mpovoovuévoug eivar kai Tovtov udAAov f Tivodg Etépou. T yap ueilw
ueilovog kai tiic kndepoveiog deitar tadta 8¢ &fptntal toig dpxovotv i gadlov &v Av 1 coia
a0ToPaTn Quopévn, 6 unde toig pavAotépoig dédotat.

6 Manuel Chrysoloras, Epistolary Discourse, 119.14-120.5; 119.36-120.4: Zogiav 8¢ kai Towadta &pya

00 pddiov cuvOeivar av1c dmodwAdta.

6 Manuel Chrysoloras, Epistolary Discourse, pp. 119.11-13: "Atomov 8¢ kai &v TraAia uév, iowg 8¢ kai

&ANo01, Tivic omouddlerv mepi Tovg fueTépoug Adyous kai VOV gival Tobg yivwokovtag, émi 8¢ Tii¢
‘EAAGS oG kai ti¢ untpondiew dueleioOat.
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