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MODERN AND MEDIEVAL LANGUAGES TRIPOS   Part IB


Option A (those candidates who took Option A (ab initio))

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Paper Pg. 1

INTRODUCTION TO THE LANGUAGE, LITERATURES AND CULTURES OF PORTUGUESE-SPEAKING COUNTRIES


Answer three questions, no more than one from any section.

Do not draw substantially on the same material for more than one answer.
Answers to Section 6 must be completed in a separate Answer Book.

STATIONERY REQUIREMENTS
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS
20 Page Answer Books x 2
None

Rough work pad

Tags
	You may not start to read the questions

printed on the subsequent pages of this

question paper until instructed that you

may do so by the Invigilator



Section A: The Pre-modern condition
Answer one of the following:

1  Either
(a) ‘Camões love poetry entails a dialogue with literary tradition rather 

than with the author's personal experiences.’

Discuss.

Or

 (b)  ‘In Camões's lyric poetry the representation of love is based on 

conventional gender and racial stereotypes.’
Discuss. 

2 Either
(a) Pero Vaz de Caminha’s letter is Brazil’s birth certificate and its death sentence. 
Discuss.

Or
(b) ‘In Pero Vaz de Caminha’s letter the Portuguese do not really encounter the other but rather encounter themselves.’ 
Discuss.
3 Either

(a) ‘In his ‘Sermão de Santo Antônio,’ Padre Antônio Vieira conflates the moral and the political.’
Discuss.

Or
(b) ‘The ‘Sermão de Santo Antônio’ exemplifies Padre Antônio Vieira’s rejection of complicated prose as diabolical.’
Discuss. 

4 Either 

(a) Portuguese shipwreck accounts are nationalistic narratives of empire. 
Discuss.


Or
(a) The “Naufrágio que passou Jorge de Albuquerque” epitomizes the conflicting forces involved in the Portuguese maritime project. 
Discuss.

Section B: Modernity, Modernism and Decolonization


Answer one of the following:
1 Either
(a)   ‘José de Alencar’s Iracema reveals the foundations of a new Brazil founded through romantic conciliation with the old world.’ 
Discuss.
Or 
(b) ‘José de Alencar’s Iracema reconfigures literary production and Brazil’s relationship with the former metropolis.’
Discuss. 
2
Either 

(a)  ‘Oswald’s manifestos rewrites the colonies’ relationship to Europe in radically aggressive ways.’  
Discuss.
(c) ‘Oswald de Andrade’s manifestos merely reiterate Brazil’s identitas a primitive savage. 

Discuss.

3 
Either 

(a)  ‘Honwana’s Nós matamos o cão tinhoso reveals both the effects of colonialism and the need to fight against it. ’

Discuss.
(d) Nós matamos o cão tinhoso shows the awakening of a nation to itself. 

Discuss. 

4 Either 

(a)  ‘Vidas Secas’ originality lies in hunger, which the director set out not to just portray but to make the spectator understand.’ 

Discuss.

5 ‘Vidas Secas reveals the real face of Brazil.’
Discuss.  

6 Either 
(a) ‘In Pessoa’s writing the modern self finds its poetic voice.’ 
Discuss.
Or

(b) ‘Pessoa’s heteronyms are a fit reflection of his own time.’ 
Discuss.


Section C: Beyond Modernism 

Answer one of the following:

1
Either

(a) ‘Once but no longer the prow of Europe.’
Discuss with reference to José Saramago’s A jangada de pedra. 

Or 

(b) ‘José Saramago’s A jangada de pedra portrays a new and different age of discovery for Portugal.’ 

2 Either

(a) ‘Depicting the socially alienated and marginalized can never offer anything more than an expression of the elite artist’s guilt.’
Discuss with reference to Clarice Lispector’s Hora da estrela. 
Or 
(b) Only a male writer could pen the story of Macabéa in Clarice Lispector’s Hora da estrela.’

Discuss.


3 Either

(a) ‘Words fail, bullets talk.’

Discuss with reference to Cidade de deus.  


Or

(b) ‘If you stay they’ll kill you, if you escape they’ll catch you.’ 
Discuss with reference to Cidade de deus.
4 Either 

(a) In Nação Crioula identities never really merge. 

Discuss.

Or

(b) José Agualusa’s novel Nação Crioula proves that racial equality in the Lusophone world is nothing but a myth.’

Discuss.

Section D: Linguistics 
Answer one of the following:

(a) Give a phonetic transcription of the following passage, and a phonological transcription of the first 3 lines.  Neither phrasing nor intonation has to be indicated.
	
O bolo de bolacha faz parte das recordações da maior parte dos portugueses. Em qualquer festa havia um bolo destes. Esta receita, provavelmente, é igual à que está no caderno de muitas pessoas, mas não quis deixar de a colocar aqui porque é das melhores sobremesas que conheço. Aprendi a fazê-la com a minha avó e usávamos sempre bolacha de manteiga, rectangular, e nunca outro tipo de bolachas. Para mim faz toda a diferença.
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(Luísa Ginoulhiac, Receitas fáceis para todos os dias, Evora, 2014)

(b) Give a critical morphological analysis of the words below using brackets or tree diagrams. 

(i)
comprar-lho-ia;
(ii)
limpa-chaminés;
(iii)
imbatível;
(iv)
noitada;
(v)
anjinhos.
(c) Show by means of tests whether the underlined strings are constituents.  If the underlined strings prove to be constituents, state their syntactic function.  Then indicate the constituent structure with either labelled brackets or trees for each interpretation:

(i)
O Nuno está contente pelo João.

(ii)
O Nuno está contente por o João estar melhor.

(iii)
O Nuno está contente por o João estar melhor.

(iv)
O Nuno está contente por o João estar melhor.

(d)  ‘Portuguese should remain the exclusive medium of education in Cape Verde, even though nearly all students’ mother tongue is Creole.’

Discuss.
(e)  ‘As maiores diferenças entre o português do Brasil e o de Portugal são léxicas.’ 

Discuss.
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END OF PAPER

