
 

CALLING ALL UNDERGRADUATES WITH AN INTEREST IN GERMAN STUDIES!   
  
Submit an abstract for a paper on the theme 'Borders and Boundaries' for the 2026 
Cambridge Undergraduate Conference in German Studies, which will take place on 
27th-28th February 2026! We invite papers from undergraduates from any discipline, 
at all stages of research and from any institution to submit abstracts of 150-200 
words for 15-minute presentations in English (but citing German material in the 
original language) on the topic 'Borders and Boundaries'. 
 
We are delighted to announce that there will be a keynote discussion with Mithu 
Sanyal, journalist and author of Identitti and Antichristie. 
 
As the 2020s progress, borders and boundaries assume ever-increasing 
significance. They have at once the power to divide and delineate, but also to be 
crossed and deconstructed. Borders and boundaries are not straightforwardly 
negative or positive: delineation can be a means both to exclude and to (re)claim. In 
a German-speaking context, the topic of borders speaks to global issues, such as 
the experiences of refugees and other displaced people; to linguistic issues, since 
German is a language spoken across borders; and to Germany’s own history, as a 
country divided by a border, once visible, now cultural–and to much more. This 
year's topic thus invites explorations of what it means to live in a world divided by 
borders, whether those borders are political, physical, or national, or whether they 
are the less tangible boundaries of culture, gender, identity, language, or something 
else entirely. Reflecting on both the significance of borders throughout 
German-speaking history and the shifting socio-political climate of today, we invite 
our speakers to consider what it means to live with, transgress, or even reshape 
borders and boundaries. 
 
In responding to these lines of enquiry, speakers could consider the following areas: 
 

●​ The borders of Germany 
○​ The inner-German border 
○​ The Deutsche Frage (German Question) 
○​ German diasporas 
○​ Regional borders, boundaries, and identities 
○​ Cross-border communities and identities 
○​ Borders and commemoration 

●​ The borders of German 
○​ German outside Germany 
○​ Germanic languages 
○​ Older and newer forms of German 
○​ Language and identity as borders and boundaries 

●​ Borders and control 
○​ National borders, national identities 
○​ Economic boundaries 
○​ Borders and documents 
○​ Boundaries and stereotyping 
○​ Social class 
○​ The refugee experience 

 

https://www.new-books-in-german.com/recommendations/identitti/
https://www.new-books-in-german.com/recommendations/antichristie/


 

●​ Blurring and crossing borders and boundaries 
○​ EU integration 
○​ Social integration/acculturation 
○​ German-speaking regions and and globalisation 

●​ Social, political, philosophical borders and boundaries  
○​ Multiple identities and intersectionality 
○​ Human/non-human boundaries (humans, technology, nature) 
○​ Imagined communities 
○​ The idea of borders 

●​ Borders and Culture 
○​ Borders of genre 
○​ Boundaries of taste 
○​ Periodisation 
○​ Highbrow and lowbrow 
○​ Fact and fiction 

 
These prompts are not exclusive, and the Committee welcomes proposals on any 
topic relating to borders and boundaries in a German-speaking context.  
 
The Conference is an ideal opportunity to present your own work, perhaps for the 
first time, in a welcoming and engaging environment. In previous years, students 
have used work from their dissertation, year abroad project or module essays, for 
example.  
  
We ask that students submit an abstract of between 150-200 words describing their 
15-minute presentation, along with their name, institution and a title for their 
presentation, by Monday 12th January 2026 using this Google Forms link. We are 
very keen to hear from candidates from a diverse range of institutions and 
backgrounds, as well those who might have had an interruption to their studies.  
  
We are glad to be able to offer one night’s free accommodation (27th February), as 
well as reimbursement for up to £140 of travel costs to speakers for their time in 
Cambridge. There will be the opportunity to connect both with members of the 
German Section and with our keynote speaker. Refreshments will be available for all 
attendees during the conference.  
 
We are looking forward to hearing your insights and seeing you at the conference at 
the end of February! If you have any questions, please contact the Conference 
Committee at CUCGS@mmll.cam.ac.uk. 
 
Please note: we are unable to accept proposals for posters this year. 
 
Funding for the Conference comes from the Schröder Fund and the DAAD.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_4CwMgZdt2vDzIBVElMfTqWBpMkB40QgnpO8kCA0nSe-hBg/viewform?usp=header
mailto:CUCGS@mmll.cam.ac.uk

