Slavonic Studies

Russian Basic Grammar
Guide for ex ab-initio and post-A-level students
Nouns
e  basic number and gender endings (with exceptions);
e declension: Accusative (incl. animate masculines and plurals), Genitive (incl. Partitive Genitive, Dative,
Instrumental, Prepositional (incl. masculine forms in -e and -y);
¢ indeclinable nouns (xuro, maxcu, wioy etc.).

Pronouns
e  personal, possessive, demonstrative (smom/ama/amo/smu), interrogative (kmo, umo, uetl/uvs/uve/uvu),
determinative (ecv/6csi/6ce/sce), reflexive (ceds) and their declension;
o reflexive possessive ceoii Vs. eco/ee/ux;
e negative pronouns (with #e- and nu- prefixes); constructions s Hu ¢ kem He 2060pUL VS. MHeE He C KeM
2080pumb;
e indefinite pronouns (...-mo, ...-Hu6y0b, Koe-...) their meaning and inflection.

Adjectives
e  basic number and gender endings;
e declension of adjectives (incl. substantivised adjectives/adjectival nouns (pabouuii, cmonosgas etc.) and their
declension;
e long and short form adjectives;
e comparative and superlative forms.

Verbs
e finite endings: 1% and 2" conjugation; irregular verbs (0ams, srcums, ecmv, Mouw, Hcoams, xomems, 6pans,
835Mb);
conjugation of -osa-/-esa- verbs (e.g. unmepecosamuocs, manyesamy);
conjugation of -ga- verbs (with roots -0a-, -3na-, -cma-, €.g. omoasamy, y3Haeamo, ycmasamy),
tenses: present, past, future;
irregular past tense (uomu, ecmo, mouw);
verbs of motion (unprefixed and prefixed);
aspects: imperfective/perfective and the basic principles of usage;
reflexive verbs;
imperatives.

Adverbs
e negative adverbs (ruede, Hukyoa, Huomkyoa, Huckonvko & nEkoeoa, HEkyoa, nEomxyoa, nE3auem);
e indefinite adverbs (in ...-mo, ...-Hu6YOb, ...-11b0, Koe-... (€.g. 20e-mo, 20e-Hubyob, 20e-1ubo, Koe-2oe));
e comparative and superlative forms.

Numerals
e cardinal and ordinal numerals and their declension;
e cardinal numerals and nouns (constructions such as 5 apples, 2 girls, 41 student);
e giving the age, giving the date, giving the time.

Verbal adjectives (Participles)
e active and passive, present and past: principles of formation; agreement with the noun.

Verbal Adverbs
e perfective and imperfective: principles of formation and usage.

Syntax

e constructions expressing possibility and necessity (moorcHo, HydHCHO, HAOO, Henb3s);,
construction expressing absence (e.g. y mews Hem/He 6bi10/He O6yoem 3aHaAmuUIl);
double (multiple) negation (e.g. o HUK020a HuU ¢ Kem He pazeosapusaem);
relative clauses (with komopuui/kakoii/uei);
subjunctive mood (clauses with ecu 6vi...; umo6bw + infinitive; ymoodwr + past tense);
conditional vs. subjunctive clauses (eciu... vs. eciu 6vl...);
constructions with su (questions in indirect speech).

Basic spelling and punctuation rules
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Spelling:
e o w after e, x, x, oc, wi, u, w, y;
e no s aftere, k, x, o, w, 4, w;
e o after e, , x, orc, w, u, w;
® 1o o in unstressed position after orc, ws, u, w, y
*** for examples and exceptions see Terence Wade, A Comprehensive Russian Grammar, §16.%**
Basic punctuation rules:
e commas between main and subordinate clause:
— in relative clauses (before komopuwiti/kakoii/uett);
— before subordinate conjunctions (umo, umoowl, kozoa, nouemy etc.);
— to separate clauses with su.
e commas to detach participle and verbal adverb constructions (pu4acTHsIe 1 AeenprHIacTHbIE 000POTHI);
e commas to separate comparison introduced by wen;
e commas to detach introductory words and phrases (go-nepssix, KoHeuno, no-moemy, Ha MOU 3271510, HO MOEMY
MHeHuUto etc.).
***For details see Terence Wade, A Comprehensive Russian Grammar, §20-29%*%*,



