
Supplemental Guidelines for the Conduct of the Advanced Oral-C 
Examinations 

Due to COVID-19 and it's disruption to the Year Abroad, the Part II Oral-C examinations (“Advanced 
Oral”) will be held online in September and October 2021. The content, duration and purpose of the 
examination remain unchanged despite the move to an online and optional format. The following 
supplemental guidelines have been put in place to govern the online operation of the examinations. 
Where they conflict with the standard regulations governing the Oral-C examination, these 
guidelines supersede the former. 

1. The Oral-C examination is conducted as an optional examination for Tripos 2022. The result of 
the examination will not be included in the calculation of each candidate’s overall Class for Part
II. The awarded mark will be recorded on official transcripts.

2. Candidates may opt out of the examination up until noon on 15th September 2021 via the 
Faculty Office.

3. After this deadline, registered candidates are expected to attend the examination online, 
barring exceptional circumstances. However, there is no penalty for not attending the 
examination, and no result will be recorded if a candidate is unable to attend the examination. 
Registered candidates who are aware of an exceptional reason for not attending the 
examination should inform the Faculty Office (facultyoffice@mmll.cam.ac.uk) as soon as 
possible prior to the examination.

4. A list of all students taking the examination will be circulated to College Tutorial Offices to 
ensure that exam registrations on CamSIS are correct. Whilst the Oral C is optional, those 
taking it need to be registered.

5. The examinations will be conducted online using the University-provided video-conferencing 
software Microsoft Teams, with candidates and examiners in separate physical locations. There 
is no in-person alternative.

6. Candidates should ensure access to a device equipped with microphone and webcam capable 
of running the software, and as far as possible a strong Internet connection and a quiet 
location for the duration of the examination. Therefore, candidates are strongly advised to take 
the examination on College premises to avail themselves of a strong Internet connection and 
appropriate equipment as necessary.

7. The Faculty will set up a separate MS Teams meeting for each pair of examiners, and will supply 
the names and @cam email addresses of all candidates, so that the examiners may call 
candidates into the exam at the allotted time or shortly thereafter.

8. Candidates and examiners must install and test the software in advance of the examination 
using their University-provided email address and Raven password. The software can be 
downloaded from https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-365/microsoft-
teams/download-app. Candidates should install the software on an adequately specified 
device, and not rely on accessing it in their browser due to restricted browser support and an 
inferior user experience.

9. Candidates with access issues who wish to take the examination must inform the Faculty Office 
of the nature of the issue no later than 7 days in advance of the scheduled examination
(facultyoffice@mmll.cam.ac.uk).

10. On the day of the examination, candidates must log in to MS Teams at least 10 minutes prior to 
the scheduled time of their examination. They should wait to be called into the examination by 
the examiners (a video call will be initiated). Candidates must ensure that their video camera 
and microphone are turned on once they have joined the meeting for the purposes of 
identification. Candidates who wish to undertake the examination as audio only may 
subsequently turn off their video stream.



11. If examiners are running late by 10 minutes or more, they will attempt to send a message to 
the next candidate or candidates using the Teams Chat function.

12. For practical reasons, the examination will not be recorded. Instead, examiners will retain their 
notes for the statutory period.

13. In the event of technical issues on the day of the examination that prevent either the 
examiners or the candidate(s) from conducting the examination to the satisfaction of the 
examiners, candidates will be informed and will be given the opportunity to reschedule or 
withdraw from the examination. Candidates may decline any offer of re-examination, in which 
case they will be withdrawn from the examination and no mark will be recorded.

14. If momentary technical difficulties occur during the examination, but both examiners are 
nevertheless confident that they can award a fair mark based on the performance heard, no 
re-examination will be offered. A candidate cannot withdraw from the examination if both 
examiners, at their sole discretion, unanimously agree that it has been possible to award a fair 
and representative mark.

15. In case of serious technical difficulties, and in the unlikely event that the examiners have 
nevertheless decided that they can award a mark, a candidate may appeal a decision not to 
offer re-examination. The candidate must make representations within 48 hours of the 
examination via their College Tutor or Director of Studies, who should write to the Senior 
Examiner Dr María Noriega-Sánchez (mn316@cam.ac.uk) with copy to 
facultyoffice@mmll.cam.ac.uk.

16. If there is an exceptional failure of the platform (MS Teams) on the day of examination, by 
mutual agreement examiners and candidates may use a suitable functioning alternative (e.g. 
Zoom, Skype), or else the examiners may decide to reschedule all examinations for another 
day. A candidate may decline to be rescheduled, in which case they will be withdrawn from the 
examination and no mark will be recorded.

17. The results of the Oral-C examination will be released along with all other Part II results in the 
normal way in June.

18. Candidates who have been awarded a mark for the oral examination may not subsequently 
withdraw from the examination. Once awarded, it is not possible for the Oral-C mark to be 
omitted from official transcripts.
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